
CHAPTER XXXI 

AMHERST COLONY 

By 

CHARLES s. MILLS, D.D. 

One of the most significant contributions to the life of Jaffrey by 
Laban Ainsworth, minister of the old Jaffrey Church for 76 years, 
came through his great-grandson, the Reverend Frederick William 
Greene, who was born in Brattleboro, Vt., Nov. 29, 1859 and died in 
Jaffrey, Jan. 4, 1920. While he naturally held his legal residence in 
other places, in the pursuit of his vocation, his life was most inti
mately interwoven with the "Old Town upon the Hill". 

His roots were deep in Jaffrey soil for the Ainsworth Manse built 
by Laban Ainsworth in 1781 came to him through his mother, Mary 
Minot Ainsworth Greene, together with the farm, a quarter-section 
of the township given to the minister of the ancient church as a part 
of his living in the parish and still held by the family, having come 
down through five generations. The earliest associations of his boy
hood were with the old manse which his father and mother made their 
summer home, filling it with the atmosphere of their gracious per
sonalities. His father, Rear Admiral Theodore Phinney Greene, 
U. S. N., was a gentleman of the old school, of courtly manners but 
of utter simplicity of soul and sincerity of Godly living, who took 
into his friendly heart all the companions of his son who, in turn, gave 
him their sincere respect and affection. His mother had in super
lative degree the grace of hospitality. The latchstring of her home 
was always out and her guests counted themselves most fortunate, 
carrying away from every visit abiding memories of her kindliness. 

The son in such a home naturally developed into a singularly warm
hearted man, a veritable apostle of friendship. The comrades of his 
college days shared in all he had but counted above every experience 
of his generosity, the joy of his personal affection which suffused his 
life. He graduated at Amherst College in 1882 and at Hartford 
Theological Seminary in 1885 when he married Eliza Farrar Walter, 
a great-granddaughter of Judge Timothy Farrar, LL.D., of New 
Ipswich, N. H., at one time Chief Justice of the state. He was, 1885-
1895, pastor of the West Parish Congregational Church, Andover, 
Mass., and, 1895-1920, of the South Congregational Church, Middle
town, Conn. He was at one time or another chairman of the Public 
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School Board of Andover, President of the Federation of Churches 
of Connecticut, and for twenty-five years a trustee of Hartford Theo
logical Seminary. He was a faithful, studious, and instructive preach
er, devoted to his calling where his singular friend-making power was 
of the highest significance; in fact the kind of minister, honored and 
beloved, that made the vocation of deep, historic significance in New 
England. 

It was most felicitous that such a Greatheart was blessed with many 
children. In companionship with them his loving nature flowed full 
stream. Mrs. Greene generously continued and enlarged the noble 
tradition of hospitality in the Ainsworth Manse and, assisted effi
ciently by her sister, Miss Anna C. Walter, (the beloved "Auntie 
Jack"), made this ancient house the center from which radiated the 
life of the young folk of the Amherst Colony and their many friends. 

Four sons graduated at Amherst. The eldest, Theodore Ains
worth, Amherst, 1913; Union Theological Seminary, 1918; M.A., 
Amherst, 1916, Columbia, 1922; married Dorothy Goldthwaite 
Thayer, Smith, 1915, daughter of another Amherst '82 classmate, 
Lucius H. Thayer, D.D.; served, 1918-1925, as Assistant Minister, 
Brick Presbyterian Church, New York City, when he became pastor 
of The First Church of Christ, New Britain, Conn., and is already a 
leader in denominational and interdenominational organizations. 
He spent four summers in the Grenfell Mission in Labrador and New
foundland, acting as the private secretary of Sir Wilfred Grenfell and 
since 1918 has been a director in the International Grenfell Associa
tion. He is president of the Connecticut Council of Religious Edu
cation and chairman of the Interdenominational Relations Commis
sion of the National Council of Congregational Churches. The 
second son, Walter Farrar, Amherst, 1914; Ph.D. Yale 1924; is Asso
ciate Professor of Anatomy, College of Medicine, Syracuse Univer
sity, Syracuse, N. Y. The third son, Frederick Standish, Amherst, 
1920; was connected with the R. 0. T. C. in the World War and 
graduated at Yale Medical School, 1926, with the degree of M.D. 
The fourth son, William Ainsworth, Amherst, 1923, is head of the 
History Department, Kingswood Country Day School, Hartford, 
Conn. The elder daughter, Anna Bancroft, graduated Massachus
etts Normal Art School, Boston, 1918, and after some years in the 
teaching of art, married a son of the Reverend David C. Torrey, 
minister of the Jaffrey Church, Norman L. Torrey, Harvard, 1915, 
M.A. Harvard, 1920, Ph.D. Harvard, 1926. He served in 101st 
Field Artillery in the World War where he received the Distinguished 
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Service Cross and Croix de Guerre from action in battles of the Ar
gonne. He was Assistant Professor of French, Yale University. 
He was appointed Professor of French Literature, Swarthmore Col
lege, Penn., 1934. He has had various articles in modern language 
magazines and published Voltaire and the English Deists and a text 
book, Voltaire and the Enlightenment. The younger daughter, Doro
thy Minot, after graduating at Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, 1920, be
came a teacher of Domestic Science and later married another son 
of the Jaffrey minister, William Torrey, Harvard, 1919; B.S. Harvard 
Engineering School, 1922, with distinguished scholarship; World 
War service as pilot in Naval Reserve Flying Corps and the Marine 
Flying Corps; now a successful construction engineer in New York. 
All of these children of Frederick Greene, receiving in their very 
blood the spirit of devotion to the ancestral home, make Jaffrey the 
Mecca of their summer journeying when ten little grandchildren, the 
eldest barely ten years of age, overflow the Ainsworth Manse. So 
the Ainsworth blood is perpetuated to bless the world in helpful 
living and constructive service in many fields. 

From the same fountain of friendship flowed another stream for 
the renewal and enlargement of the life of the old town upon the hill, 
bringing hither a group of men whose influence has reached national 
and international repute. Among them have been two college presi
dents, several doctors of divinity, foremost leaders of the Congrega
tional Churches of America, notable scholars, well-known publicists, 
members of the faculties of Amherst, Brown, Harvard, Marietta, 
Smith, Syracuse, Yale, and the American University, Beirut, Syria. 
When Frederick Greene was in Amherst College he recounted to his 
friends the joys of the Jaffrey life and flung wide the doors of the Ains
worth Manse that, in vacation visits, they might see for themselves 
the majesty of Monadnock, the loveliness of Thorndike, Gilmore, 
and Contoocook Lakes, and the charm of the countryside where he 
had rambled from his earliest childhood. He little understood at that 
time that his hospitality was to found here "The Amherst Colony," 
destined to play so large a part in the life of the town. But the re
sult was inevitable as these college classmates, one after another, 
fell in love with the landscape, than which none more beautiful can 
be found amid the glories of New England. They were never able 
to escape from the lure of the mountain beckoning them to its lofty 
summit or of the pine forests pouring forth their fragrance upon the 
soft summer breezes, or of the blue waters of the lakes calling them 
to the rapture of their cooling depths. 

35 
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The first of the group to make intimate ties with Jaffrey was in 
later years one of the outstanding figures of his generation in the Near 
East, Howard Sweetser Bliss, D.D., LL.D., President, 1902-1920, 
of the Syrian Protestant College, now the American University, of 
Beirut, Syria. He was one of the first in the class in scholarship and 
in gifts of oratory. In his college days, his home being overseas, for 
his father preceded him as president of the college in Syria, he was 
accustomed to spend the long summer vacation with various friends. 
A favorite place, whither he came again and again for weeks together, 
was the Ainsworth Manse where he was made like a son of the family 
and entered into their joys with all the ardor of his sensitive, impres
sionable and affectionate nature. After graduating at Union Theo
logical Seminary, New York, he married the sister of another class
mate, Amy Blatchford of Chicago, whom he initiated, with the chil
dren who came to bless their union, into fellowship with mountain 
and forest and lake. Every summer their footsteps turned hither 
and when he went for his great work in Syria he always came back 
when it was his privilege to be in America. 

He was in every way a man of distinction. He had a commanding 
physical presence, being more than six feet in stature, with a loftiness 
of mien bespeaking at once a native dignity and a gracious, outreach
ing courtesy to all whom he met on the New Hampshire hills. He 
had a singularly winsome personality, a keen .but kindly eye, a mag
netic attraction which instantly kindled the interest of all who met 
him. When he was called to the college in Syria one of his class
mates, who held him in high esteem, sighed over his decision to accept 
the succession to his father, saying: "Why does he go away out there? 
That might do for some men but not for such a man as Howard 
Bliss." He little understood that a post of honor on the frontier of 
Christian progress has marvelous capacity for the making of the 
greatest men. It brought out the best he had to give, widened his 
horizon, brought him into intimate contact with men of many races, 
gave him the power of insight into the life of the ancient civilizations 
around the Mediterranean, until he became a noble and trusted 
leader in international and inter-racial relations. 

When the World War came, clad only in the armor of his undaunted 
faith, his only weapon the sword of the Spirit, through days fraught 
with great peril, he saved the college into which he and his father had 
put their lives, and led the way for greater things in subsequent years. 
At the close of the war he was summoned to Paris to give testimony 
on conditions in the Near East to the foremost statesmen, who were 
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working out the settlements of peace. On returning to America, 
although his health was greatly impaired by the exactions of the war 
years, he moved swiftly from city to city with his burning message 
of the needs left in the wake of the War in the Near East. In the 
midst of his labors, he was stricken with mortal illness. His love for 
Jaffrey is shown by the fact that in his weakness he asked that there 
should be brought to the hospital and hung over his bed a little 
painting of Monadnock, the work and gift of Dr. Edward Waldo 
Emerson of Jaffrey and Concord, Mass., a son of Ralph Waldo Em
erson, and he directed that when the end came his body should lie in 
the little cemetery on the beloved Jaffrey hilltop near the grave of his 
classmate, Frederick Greene, who had passed on only a few months 
before. In every city of the Near East it was said memorial services 
were held in tribute to his life and signal service. 

His widow and children make pilgrimage hither from time to time. 
His three daughters are still connected with the American University 
at Beirut. The eldest, Mary Williams, is the wife of Bayard Dodge, 
D.D., now the president; the second and third daughters married 
members of the faculty of the University, Margaret Blatchford being 
the wife of Leslie T. Leavitt, Dartmouth, 1915; Columbia, 1922, 
Assistant Principal of the preparatory department; and Alice Wood, 
the wife of Byron P. Smith, Wooster, 1911; M. A. Columbia, 1927, 
the head of the Department of English. His elder son, Daniel, 
Amherst, 1920, Union Theological Seminary, 1926, married the daugh
ter of another Amherst '82 classmate, Winifred Rouse, Smith, 1918. 
He is the Associate Minister of the historic Old South Church of 
Boston. The younger son, Howard Huntington, Amherst, 1926; 
M.A. Columbia, 1929; is teaching English in The Country Day School, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

The second of the Amherst classmates to enter deeply into the life 
of Jaffrey was James Wilson Bixler, D.D., the class orator and one of 
its ablest scholars. He was for twenty-five years the minister of the 
Second Congregational Church, New London, Conn.; Professor of 
Christian and Biblical Theology, Atlanta, Ga., 1916-1918; since then 
pastor of the Congregational Church, Exeter, N. H. Coming to 
love Jaffrey from his visits in the Ainsworth Manse, he sought, when 
he had a family growing up around him, a spot where he might pitch 
his summer tent, and he persuaded his classmate, Frederick Greene, 
to sell him a plot on the precious hillside commanding the full sweep 
of Monadnock, where he built a cottage and where his children have 
frolicked to maturity. Dr. Bixler is preeminently the preacher who 
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never desists from the practice of his vocation. He responds with 
gracious willingness to the many calls for his service and is, each 
summer, heard with delight in both Congregational Churches of the 
town where he is counted the friend of all the people to whom he 
brings his helpful and stimulating messages. He is also deeply in
terested in State affairs, having represented Exeter in the New 
Hampshire State Legislature for several years, influential in work
ing out policies for the public good. He does it all with such blithe 
cheerfulness, such downright sincerity and keen intelligence that his 
presence in halls of state is particularly grateful to those who, in a 
day when public office so often falls into the hands of the self-seeker, 
recognize that in him the people have a valued friend and advocate. 
He was elected to the New Hampshire State Senate, 1933. 

Dr. Bixler married first Elizabeth James, eldest daughter of Presi
dent Julius H. Seelye, LL.D. of Amherst College, who died in the 
early years of her wifehood, leaving a son, Julius Seelye, afterward 
Amherst, 1916; M.A. Amherst, 1920; Ph.D. Yale, 1924; later pro
fessor in the Department of Religion and Biblical Literature, Smith 
College. He was appointed Bussey Professor of Theology, Harvard 
University, 1933. He married, 1918, Mary Harrison Thayer, Smith, 
1917, who won the Alumnae Fellowship Smith College; M.A. Colum
bia, 1918. Although still in his young manhood, he is already a 
publicist and lecturer of note. He has contributed various articles to 
religious and philosophical reviews; has written a chapter for Religious 
Realism, edited by Professor Douglas C. Macintosh,,Yale University, 
and has published Religion in the Philosophy of William James and 
the Ingersoll Lecture, Harvard University, Immortality and the Present 
Mood. His love of Jaffrey is evidenced by his purchase of the old 
Butler farm, recently owned by Ernest Chamberlain, as his summer 
home, where he pursues his studies in quiet retreat and where his 
four little girls are imbibing the same affection for the simple joys 
of the countryside that has ruled in the generations before them. 

Dr. Bixler's second wife was Mabel Seelye, Smith, 1894, a younger 
:sister of the first wife, who came to be in the years afterward greatly 
,esteemed in the town and especially in the circle of friends in the 
Amherst Colony. She passed away while sojourning here in the sum
mer of 1919, a personal loss not only to her family but to all the com
panions of the summer days. Her daughter, Elizabeth, Smith, 1922, 
M.A. Radcliffe, 1924; R.N. Yale School of Nursing, 1927; is Director 
of Psychiatric Nursing in the Institute of Human Relations, Yale Uni
versity. She has erected a summer cottage near her brother Seelye's 
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summer home. The elder son, James Wilson, Jr., Marietta, 1926, 
is in business in New York. He married March 20, 1934, Elizabeth 
Macgregor of \Vaterville, Ontario. The younger son, Herbert Ed
wards, is in the Class of 1932 at Amherst. 

Dr. Bixler married for his third wife Clara Burleigh, Smith, 1904, 
at the time of her marriage a member of the faculty of the Robinson 
Seminary for Girls, Exeter. She is an active leader in her community 
and of wide influence in religious circles, being at this time moderator 
of the New Hampshire Congregational Conference. 

The coming of Dr. Bixler drew hither also his brother-in-law, the 
noted geologist, Professor Benjamin Kendall Emerson, Amherst, 
1865; Ph.D. Gottingen, 1871; LL.D. Amherst, 1915; who had married 
the sister of Mrs. Bixler, Anna H. Seelye, Smith, 1889, the second 
daughter of President Seelye. Here they purchased a lot beside the 
Bixler cottage and erected their own summer home, whither for many 
years they came for the summer days. As one of his vacation activi
ties Professor Emerson explored for the government the region 
around Monadnock for geological data, correcting geological maps. 
He is one of the most distinguished geologists of America; Professor 
of Geology and Mineralogy Amherst 1872-1917 and since then Pro
fessor Emeritus; Professor of Geology and Mineralogy, Smith Col
lege, 1878-1912; Geologist, 1896-1915, U. S. Geological Survey; 
Fellow, American Academy Arts and Sciences; member of many 
geological and geographical societies; author of various geological 
and chemical papers and monographs. Now in his 88th year, his 
presence gives dignity to assemblies. With his long white beard, his 
deep, sonorous voice, and his stately bearing, he seems to bring a 
patriarchal blessing to all and his scholarly attainments give him 
universal respect and esteem. A daughter, Elizabeth James, mar
ried Lambert F. Whetstone, assistant Head Master of the Episcopal 
School for Boys, Philadelphia; and a son, Henry Seelye, Amherst, 
1929, is now at Yale University working toward an advanced degree 
in the Department of Biology. 

*The third of the Amherst '82 classmates to make his summer home 
in Jaffrey was Charles Smith Mills, D.D. A visitor in college days 
at the Ainsworth Manse, he returned with his family to the Greene 
Bungalow in the summer of 1912 when he purchased from Miss 
Annie P. Henchman a tract of some twenty-two acres overlooking 
the Jaffrey Center Village from the north. To this property he has 

*The following section regarding Dr. Mills was contributed by the Reverend Theodore Ains
worth Greene. 
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made additions from time to time giving to the estate the name of 
"Brechinwood," after the birthplace of his maternal grandfather, 
Brechin, Scotland. Upon the farm, which Dr. Mills maintains in 
connection with his country-place, he has developed a choice herd 
of Guernsey cattle from the finest strains. His residence is now 
Hartford, Conn. 

During college days, Dr. Mills won honors in scholarship, oratory 
and athletics, particularly in football and track. He graduated at 
Andover Theological Seminary in 1885 when he married Alice Mor
ris, daughter of Jonathan Flynt Morris, President of the Charter Oak 
National Bank, Hartford, Conn. His pastorates have been Spring
field, Vt., 1885-1888; North Brookfield, Mass., 1888-1891; Pilgrim 
Church, Cleveland, Ohio, 1891-1905; Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, Mo., 
1905-1912; First Church, Montclair, N. J., 1912-1920. In his last 
three pastorates, he built notable church edifices, emphasizing the 
open door policy of the church and providing modern educational, 
social, and recreational facilities. He served, 1920-1928, as General 
Secretary of the Ministerial Boards of the Congregational Churches. 

Throughout his ministry Dr. Mills has been recognized as a leader 
in the Congregational denomination, having served the church of his 
fathers in varied capacities, among them the following: President 
of the Congregational Home Missionary Society, 1906-1910; Chair
man of the Pilgrim Memorial Fund Commission, 1917-1920; Chair
man of the Commission on Missions, 1929-1931; President of the 
Annuity Fund for Congregational Ministers, 1928-; Trustee of 
Oberlin College, 1898-1918; Trustee, Chicago and Hartford Theo
logical Seminaries, Montclair and Iberia Academies; Corpora tor of 
the Corporation for the National Council. His public addresses 
and sermons at various denominational gatherings have received wide 
attention and many have been published in the religious press, in
cluding: The Pilgrim Church and the Republic, National Council, 
Cleveland, 1907; Christian Ethics and Social Problems, International 
Council, Edinburgh, 1908; Man's Thirst for God a Motive in World 
Evangelization, American Board Sermon, Brooklyn, 1908; The Strategy 
of the Church in the Crisis of the World, National Council Sermon, 
Columbus, 1917. The service for which he will always be remem
bered, however, is the active part he took in the conception and cre
ation of the Pilgrim Memorial Fund and the Annuity Fund for Con
gregational Ministers. In the present year (1931) this latter fund 
reports assets of $10,000,000 and a membership of more than twenty
five hundred ministers. Its plan for safeguarding the old age of 
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Congregational ministers is sound and scientific and will help to put 
an end to the tragedy of the minister's poverty in his later years after 
a long life of service and sacrifice. 

In Jaffrey Dr. :Mills has taken his place in all the enterprises of the 
summer colony and he gives of his stability and experience to the 
whole community. 

His daughter, Margaret Morris, her father's helper in the parish 
and the home, is at this time a Director of the Hartford Young W om
en's Christian Association. His son, Charles Morris, Amherst, 1914; 
M.A. Columbia, 1916; Union Theological Seminary, 1917; served in 
the World ·war oversea as a 1st Lieutenant, A. E. F. After the war 
he became an industrial counsellor and was (1931) the Assistant Di
rector of the Twentieth Century Fund, New York. He is a special 
contributor on economic and industrial themes to The New York 
Times, The Iron Age, Barron's, and The Survey. He is the author of 
Vacations for Working People, issued by Industrial Relations Coun
sellors, Inc. He was appointed Executive Director, National Econ
omy League, 1932. 

In 1920 another eminent Amherst graduate, Edward Smith 
Parsons, L.H.D., LL.D., President of Marietta College, Marietta, 
Ohio, was attracted hither by the fact that in the Amherst Colony 
were several college friends. In 1930 a permanent summer home was 
purchased, formerly the property of Mrs. Ellen C. S. Morse of W orces
ter. He graduated Amherst, 1883, with high honors in scholarship; 
Yale Divinity School, 1887; and married 1889, Mary Augusta In
gersoll. After a brief pastorate in Greeley, Colo., he followed his 
natural instinct for the life of the scholar by accepting an invitation 
to the chair of English Literature in Colorado College, where he re
mained for twenty-five years, serving also as Vice-President of the 
college and Dean of the Department of Arts and Sciences. After 
two years in the days of the war as Associate Secretary of the Per
sonnel Board of the National War Work Council of the Y. M. C. A., 
he became, June 1, 1919, President of Marietta College where his 
wise administration has been marked by the enlargement of the college 
plant and the doubling of the endowment and the student body. He 
has served as President of the Ohio College Association and of the 
Association of Ohio Presidents and Deans; has edited a text book of 
Milton's Minor Poems; prepared another for the national Y. W. C. 
A., The Social Message of Jesus. He has also edited a previously 
unpublished contemporary life of the poet, Milton, issued originally 
by the English Historical Review. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Parsons have five children. The eldest son, Charles 
Edward, Amherst, 1913; Johns Hopkins Medical School, 1919, where 
he had the highest honors; Fellow of American College of Surgeons, 
gave many years, as Sir Wilfred Grenfell has done, to the lonely folk of 
the ice-bound coast of Newfoundland. He was the founder and su
perintendent of the Notre Dame Bay Memorial Hospital in Twillin
gate, Newfoundland. The funds for the building came chiefly through 
his own personal solicitation. He became a pioneer medical missionary 
in a post of great need. He married, June 30, 1932, Malvina Eliza
beth Moore, M.D., of Wilmington, Calif. In May, 1934, he resigned 
his post in Labrador and became a practising physician in Kingston, 
N. Y. The second son, Edward Smith, Amherst 1921, is a successful 
business man of Cincinnati. The third son, Talcott, Amherst, 1924; 
Ph.D. Heidelberg University, Germany, 1929; is Instructor in So
ciology in Harvard University. The elder daughter, Esther, is pri
vate secretary to her father and his assistant in many phases of the 
life of the college. The younger daughter, Elizabeth Ingersoll, 
Vassar, 1917; Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health, 
1925, where she became Doctor of Science and Hygiene, was, for two 
years, Fellow in the Department of Immunology when she became 
head of the laboratory of the State Board of Health, W. Va. 

Another well-known Amherst man is Robert Hudson George, Am
herst, 1911; M.A. Harvard, 1913; Ph.D. Harvard, 1916, who purchased, 
in 1925, the cottage of Miss Nina Spaulding, near the Shattuck Inn. 
He and Mrs. George are energetically devoted to the life of the sum
mer colony and to him, more than to any other individual, is due the 
recent enlargement in the scope of the Thorndike Club, of which he is 
the vigorous and efficient secretary and treasurer. He married in 1914 
Katharine Ames, Smith, 1911. Their daughters are Eleanor Ames and 
Katharine Nelson. Professor George was at Amherst of high stand
ing in scholarship and the editor of the Amherst Student; an instructor 
in Harvard University, 1914-1916 and in Yale, 1916-1917. In the 
World War he was Captain, Co. I, 30th Infantry, served oversea 1918-
1919, being detailed as assistant to the Chief of the Division of Western 
Europe, American Commission to Negotiate Peace, January-July, 
1919. He was Assistant Professor, Yale, 1919-1922, Associate Pro
fessor, Union College, 1922-1923 and has been Associate Professor of 
History, Brown University since 1923. He has been a contributor to 
journals of history and foreign affairs and among his monographs have 
been: The Contribution of Flanders to the Conquest of England; The Fi
nancial Relations of James II and Louis XIV; A Mercantilist Episode. 
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To this record should be joined the name of a Yale graduate most 
intimately associated with the Amherst Colony since his coming to 
Jaffrey, Arthur Howe Bradford, D.D., of Providence, R. I. In 1923, 
he purchased the farm previously owned by A. J. Burgoyne and there 
his six children make merry all the day long. The two youngest 
boys were born in the summer days and to the older sons and daugh
ters Jaffrey is the scene of childhood joys endeared by precious asso
ciations with one another and their many guests. Dr. Bradford is 
a direct descendant of Governor Bradford of the Plymouth Colony 
and the son of Amory H. Bradford, D.D., LL.D., one of the noted 
Congregational ministers of his generation. Dr. Bradford graduated 
at Yale, 1905; M. A. 1925; Union Theological Seminary, 1909. He 
married, 1911, Frances Eugenia Price; was for five years pastor of the 
Congregational Church, Rutland, Vt., and since 1918 of the Central 
Church, Providence, one of the most influential in New England. 
He has occupied various positions of trust, among them the following: 
Trustee, Yale University since 1925; Andover Theological Seminary 
since 1928; Anatolia College, Salonica, Turkey, since 1926; Member, 
Prudential Committee, American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, 1921-1926. In addition to sermons in the Jaffrey churches, 
he gives himself generously for addresses before the Jaffrey Service 
Club and other organizations. 

The Amherst Colony is probably unique in the annals of college 
life. The four classmates, Frederick William Greene, Howard 
Sweetser Bliss, James Wilson Bixler and Charles Smith Mills, having 
had many years of happy fellowship together in the old town, two of 
the four having "fallen on sleep" in the fullness of their days, are 
followed by seventeen sons and daughters, bound to Jaffrey by the 
tenderest ties and memories. While in the course of events some of 
them have made their homes oversea and others are held by the obli
gation of their callings in other places, all count it their high privilege 
to turn back to the old haunts whenever it is possible and many of 
them are always here in the summer days. Doubtless as time goes 
on one and another will acquire summer homes for themselves here, 
following the precedent set by Professor Seelye Bixler and his sister 
Elizabeth. Presumably, also, the grandchildren of the original group, 
already more than a score in number, will themselves be rooted here 
with ever fresh expression of the fine fellowship of their grandfathers. 
It is worth noting that including Dr. George and Dr. Parsons and 
his sons, there have been in the Amherst Colony, twenty graduates of 
the college. 
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It is notable also in the annals of the Christian ministry that seven 
clergymen have found their summer joys together in this intimate 
circle. It is a token of the winsomeness of the vocation leading one 
who enters it to find his closest friends among those giving their 
lives to the same high calling. Each has gladly volunteered a sermon 
for the summer in the little Jaffrey Church, weeks of preaching that 
would be worthy of any pulpit in America. 

General gatherings of the Amherst Colony are now few and far 
between. Often days or even weeks will pass when the members 
have only occasional glimpses of one another but the play of friend
ship and fellowship is always there, delightful beyond words. And 
when the whole group gathers at the Thorndike Club, as in the earlier 
days it used to do weekly, there is a family intimacy as rare as it is 
beautiful. In these gatherings still another classmate in Amherst, 
'82, whose summer home for many years has been in Dublin, is pres
ent, Lucius H. Thayer, D.D., whose wife, Helen Rand Thayer, Smith, 
1885, and their sons, Lucius Ellsworth, Amherst, 1918, and Sherman 
Rand, Amherst, 1927, accompany him. 

A few weeks before his death, Frederick Greene sent as a New 
Year's message to his intimates the fine lines on friendship by Frank 
Dempster Sherman. As now the members of the Amherst Colony 
think back over the years to the fountain of friendship out of which 
they were introduced to the charm of the Jaffrey life with its asso
ciations with lifetime friends, they, too, make these words their own, 
each for himself. 

"It is my joy in life to find 
At every turning of the road, 

The strong arm of a comrade kind 
To help me onward with my load. 

And since I have no gold to give 
And love alone can make amends. 

My only prayer is, while I live, 
God make me worthy of my friends." 




